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SAINT JOHN HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS 


SAINT JOHN, N. B., 
March I, 1932. 


THE Hon. ALFRED DURANLEAU, 
Minister of Marine, 


Ottawa, Canada. 


SIR: 
We have the honour to submit herewith report of 


the Saint John Harbour Commissioners for the year ending 
December 3lst, 1931. 


We have the honour to be, Sir, 


Yours obediently, 


H. C. SCHOFIELD, President, 
FRANK T. LEwis, Commissioner, 
Tuomas NaGLe, Commissioner. 
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REPORT OF THE HARBOUR COMMISSIONERS 
OFS SAINT OEN 


FOR THE YEAR 1931 


Notwithstanding the continuance of the world wide 
depression, the total import and export tonnage for the year 
was only about 10% below the figures for 1930. Tonnage in 
grain, bananas, gasoline, potatoes and general merchandise 
was slightly above that of the previous year, while there 
was a decrease in the other traffic. 


During the year, a number of conferences were held by 
the Commissioners with the traffic officials of the Canadian 
Pacific and the Canadian National Railways, as well as with 
grain shippers and shipping companies, with a view to further 
developing the business of the port. A close contact is being 
maintained with the various transportation interests and traffic 
possibilities are being carefully considered, and it would appear 
from the above figures that the efforts to make the port attractive 
to the various shipping lines have, in a measure, been successiul. 


COAST WISE SERVICES 


The coastwise services have been well maintained during 
the year, and have shown a slight improvement over previous 
years. The trade between this port, Quebec, Montreal and the 
Great Lakes, sugar to western Canada and return cargoes of 
flour, has been well maintained, and with return to normal 
conditions, it is fully anticipated this trade will be further 
developed. | 

WEST INDIES TRADE 

The United Fruit Company, during the full summer period 

from first of May to end of November, carried on a bi-weekiy 


service. The imports of bananas were slightly above those of 
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previous years, and the return cargoes in manufactured goods 
and general cargo were also slightly increased. 


On the morning of the fire, June 22nd, a United Fruit boat 
was unloading bananas and was fortunate to be able to clear 
from the dock without any damage. Arrangements were 
immediately made to take care of the service at the Long 
Wharf, and due to the co-operation of the Canadian National 
and the Canadian Pacific Railways, there was no hitch in this 
service during the year. 


FERTILIZERS 


On account of the various fertilizer companies having been 
able to obtain sites at Courtenay Bay, on which to erect ware- 
houses, it was not necessary to provide special facilities at West 
Saint John for this business. This, in a measure, relieved the 
congestion caused by this business in previous years. The 
fertilizer warehouse, which was being erected on Berth 17, 
was just fully completed at the date of the fire, and was therefore 
never in actual commission. The reclaimed area alongside 
Berth 17, which has been leased to one of the largest corporations 
in the fertilizer business, has not yet been built upon. 


CATILE 


There was a total of one thousand six hundred and sixty- 
three head of cattle shipped through the port during the year. 
No cattle, however, were shipped during November and Decem- 
ber. The cattle sheds, which were reconditioned the previouS 
year, were unfortunately completely destroyed by the fire. 
In the reconstruction programme, it was decided that the space 
previously occupied by the cattle sheds should be retained for 
future trackage—therefore the Canadian Pacific Railway 
decided to erect cattle sheds at their Bay Shore yard. A very 
substantial building, fully equipped, and equal, if not superior 
to the previous accommodation, was erected and ready for 
service by the first of December. The capacity of the shed is 
about one thousand head. Unfortunately, the shed has not 
yet been occupied, as no cattle have been exported since its 
completion. 
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During the year, the Frontenace Oil Refineries Limited 
were leased a site at Courtenay Bay, alongside the Irving Oil 
Company. They erected tanks and have been in full operation 
during the major portion of the year. There are now three oil 
companies in the port, fully equipped to handle fuel oil, as well 
as the lighter oils and gasoline, namely, the Imperial Oil Limited, 
the Frontenac Oil Refineries Limited, and the Irving Oil 
Company Limited. 


GRAIN 


The grain exports during the year were nearly a million 
bushels in excess of 1930, the major portion of this grain having 
been shipped during the first four months of the year. The 
December shipment, however, was very much less than December 


1930. 
DREDGING 


Deep Water BERTHS 
No dredging was carried out at the Deep Water Berths 
during the year, it having been found that there was very little 
change from conditions in the previous year. 


ENTRANCE CHANNEL 
The dredging to straighten and improve the main channel, 
carried out under contract for the Department of Public Works, 
is now about 50% completed, and it is anticipated that it will 
be fully completed by the end of 1932. 


FIRE 


At 11.00 a.m. on the morning of 22nd June, a fire broke 
out in the outer end of No. 7 Shed, and notwithstanding the 
immediate alarm being given, and the prompt arrival of the fire 
department, all efforts to control it were unavailing. 


The United Fruit steamer “Gundersen” that morning had 
commenced unloading bananas at No. 7 Shed. The vessel, 
however, was fortunately able to get away from the berth 


with little or no damage by the fire. 


ABOVE—BURNT AREA, WEST SAINT JOHN, BI 
BELOW—AFTER RECONSTRUCTION, DECEMBE 


: AQUI 


< 
LAK 


OO gp 


RE RECONSTRUCTION, JULY, 1931 
1931 


14 


Every effort was made to get the shed emptied, but the 
fire spread so rapidly that even the fire department’s motor 
truck had to be abandoned, and was demolished by the fire. 


A heavy wind from the north assisted in the spread of the 
fire from No. 7 Shed to No. 6 Shed, and thence across Sand 
Point Slip to Shed No. 2. The grain conveyor galleries on these 
sheds were very soon ignited, and on account of their small 
dimensions, and being entirely constructed of timber, the fire 
travelled along these galleries at a great rate of speed. 


It was early realized that the fire could not be extinguished 
and therefore efforts were made to cut off the fire from extending 
to the other wharves. Dynamite was used in the breaking up 
of the conveyor galleries, but on account of the very rigid timber 
construction, it was impossible in the short time to demolish 
these structures to any extent. We were, however, able to 
cut off the gallery from No. 15 to the Canadian Pacific Railway 
elevator. This was the only portion of the whole gallery system 
that was saved from the fire. 


In fighting the fire, practically the whole of the Saint John 
fire department, in addition to tugboats with fire hose, was 
engaged. 


The buildings demolished by the fire were all the grain 
conveyor galleries from Berth 7 to Berth 16, Sheds 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 
7, 14, 15, 16, a new warehouse practically completed on Berth 
17, the Canadian Pacific Railway wooden Elevator A, several 
buildings on Protection Street and two hundred and fifty-five 
freight cars. 


In addition to the above, the substructure of the wharves, 
to an average depth of eight feet below their deck level, was 
also destroyed. 


There was only one loss of life, namely an employee of the 
United Fruit Company, who considered it his duty to return to 
their office for some papers, and was never again seen. 


By 2.30 in the afternoon, a period of about three and a half 
hours, the whole area was devastated, with the exception of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway concrete elevator and a few offices. 


RECONSTRUCTION 


The Government realized that unless steps were taken to 
proceed immediately with the work of reconstruction, the port 
would suffer very severely in the loss of the overseas business 
which for a great number of years was carried on during the 
winter season in Saint John. 
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It was a fortunate coincidence that the staff of Sir Alexander 
Gibb & Partners was at this time in the country and accordingly 
the Premier issued immediate instructions to Mr. Hugh Beaver, 
of the staff of Sir Alexander Gibb, to proceed to Saint John, 
with a view to recommending a programme of procedure for 
rebuilding. 


Mr. Beaver was on the site while the embers were still 
burning, and after a thorough survey of the ruins, recommended 
to the Government that Berths 5, 6, 7, 15, 16, 17 and a portion 
of 14, could be rebuilt and in service by the first of December. 
The Government immediately made available the necessary 
funds to proceed with this reconstruction, and the work was 
entrusted to two of the largest contracting firms in the country, 
namely, The Foundation Company of Canada Limited, and the 
Northern Construction Company & J. W. Stewart Limited, 
the Foundation Company being assigned Berths 5, 6 and 7, 
and the Northern Construction Company, Berths 14, 15, 16 and 
17. 


Under Mr. Beaver, Mr. J. J. Macdonald, Chief Engineer 
of the Halifax Harbour Commission, acted as Chief Engineer 
of the Reconstruction, under whom a ste ff of engineers, inspectors 
accountants, etc., were specially employed. The work pro- 
ceeded continuously night and day, every day of the week, 
until final completion on 15th December. 


NEW FACILITIES 


The work on Contract No. 1, for the construction of Pier, 
is now well advanced. TVhe cofferdam, which had failed twice, 
was rebuilt and completed by the first of January, and work 
within the cofferdam steadily proceeded during the whole year. 
In the rebuilding of the cofferdam, extra special precautions 
were taken to ensure its stability, and on that account, the 
length of the pier was reduced from eight hundred to seven 
hundred feet. This curtailment in length will in no way impair 
the utility of the pier, as the length of seven hundred feet will 
easily accommodate the longest vessel using the port, 


The north side of the pier is fully completed and the south 
pier wall is fairly well advanced. It is estimated that the whole 
work will be completed and in operation for the winterport 
season opening December 1932. 


It is fully anticipated that funds will be made available 
during 1932 to complete the elevator car dumper house and 
the conveyor galleries connecting the elevator with the recon- 
structed conveyor gallery system. 
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DIMENSIONS OF WHARVES AND SHEDS 


On the East, or City Side, of the Harbour: 
Floor Area of Sheds 


Length Squirt 
Reed’s Point Wharf w410 feet... a ee ee ee 

SUSOU Ceara es ee ee me ORO 
New Pier Wharf Ae ee te Rien hans mL O MOO 
Pettingill Wharf GODIN bare ano, tink ee Be ONO 
McLeod Wharf 5 Oe Werte a eis Ae aie 
Long Whart WCE Dt rat tee tee OU) 

e545 

2,935 149,638 


On the West Side of the Harbour: 


Berth No. 2 460 feet for lay-to purposes only 
Berth No. 5 5 ieee eae eee a 7G) 
Berth No. 6 LOO. Cale ee lees Seer ieee 8125) 
Berth No. 7 MOSS. 9 sree = athe eee ee CO 
Berth No. 14 SS ie ae oe tes ee ee ale ae 0) 
Berth No. 15 SOR ew Gece tee ae rere 67,000 
Berth No. 16 SOOM ENn Ae. cee ee OOOO 
Berth No. 17 SOO Met Meade aera eee 34,500 

5,670 300,045 


GRAIN ELEVATORS AND CONVEYORS 


East Side of Harbour: Capacity Conveyor Galleries 
C.N. R. Elevator 500,000 bush. 1460 feet 


West Side of Harbour: 
C. P. R. Elevator “B’’ ~—_—-1,000,000 bush. 6515 feet 
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IMport TONNAGE THROUGH THE Port OF SAINT JOHN 
JANUARY Ist 1931 TO DECEMBER 3lsT, 1931 


CoMMoDITY TONNAGE 
Acids, (various)... .<.... 303 
A Lens etir es... ess, cate coe eee 405 
ATG UKs once eee aan te 415 
Automobile Accessories... . 386 
Bananas. se ee ee OO UL 
| 5 Tn Re eS RUZ Sar 109 
BOOKS saat Boe ee oo.0 ee 250 


Brrckoee ce ee et oe 1370 


CannediGo0dss 6.4 TOS) 
Garpets ere, fhoae:-. ae esc 125 
CReCse we one boi a ods 145 
Coali(Harcdartrcra sacs: 99,932 
GaaltiSottie a0 eects 84,050 
Cacoareces 2 Sars ee ht a 1,600 
CGocoanutss: 2. 5ouse ees 492 
Gee Aisi hci Barnes 216 
Cantectionery.accs aes a0. 306 
Gree) oo) 22 ae ee Oe 309 
Corn (Bulk and Bags)..... 18,098 
Ratios cee eons 5,138 
Crockery, China, etc...... 3,932 
DD Aatestee ee ae 748 
Diy Gooas re es ttre 1,757 
Dives ear ite ees ne: 503 
Heptilizeinne > sueae: et 200,50 
Hires av re 69% ser ane 242 
iis hairs se eau ie Pa. 2 Coe 629 
BOLO Bee oR ees, tee aa 5,387 
BGGtweardye a eos «eked 783 
Fruits & Vegetables....... 3,550 
Mallersyieartiy ess files es 143 
Ce Asoline seer tae ae pe he a ao 
Glass (Window).......... 4,830 
lores ee et oe 88 
BardwaArea. cho ie nn ae 650 
i bo ca le ee 937 
inl apie err ne We te ays 55 
Tissier ee a ee 564 
[earn it Varios) a>. 92s aes 2,004 
Lead (Various)-1.3-5 3.3 156 
Tigek are ee loan ee ies a7 


LARIET TAY hs cok ee ee ava tas 697 


CoMMopiITY 


COMOMST BLT a We 


O)eha\ cs) 20 aleve! * 3) p\ 9, 


Merchandise (General)... . 


Molasses 


Oil (Castor) 
(Cocoanut) a ee 
Se CO Gul Awen)ae ety ce 
= (Cottonseed) ..5.. 5 
EG ol ea, ake ie 
(IN CFOSEMe egy nae 

a LeINnSeec| sea eee 

a lubricating ay.) ce ee 

“Pet (O) RGR at tenet ate 
Olivess ert peta nes 


Papers Wallner ere 
Paper (Wrapping) 


B86 8: eles st 0 6) emer) 


SU sate iNaWo manatees cSacte ank 
SU MT e eee venice 4 seer 


Eicher hese Gears 
Tine GY Arilous) oc he see ee 
Tabacco. mein mea Bee eee 


Roweler eee uaaeo baw 


VOWS erent he ear 3 oe ie 


Wihitinigres sc arews espa ele 
Werle 4 odaaceuu co owe 


Warns VaArlous): oso. 


Pata le bons. 080 ee oe 


CoG) i sor 
XQ 


546 
45 
208 
50 
Lau 
342 
28,595 
2,615 
9 

252 
L7z 
82 
181 
619 
1122 
5,090 
856 
Pape) 
206 
9,518 
84,248 
25 
5,976 
745 
3,680 
5b 
125 
242 
639 
4,777 
2,809 


596,596 
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Export TONNAGE THROUGH PorT OF SAINT JOHN 


JANUARY Ist 1931 TO DECEMBER 3lst, 1931 


CoMMoDITY TONNAGE 
Acids (Various).....:..... 35,069 
Aiminuiien ee = 775 
ADPles tte ark ee ten con Shoe 
WsBestOsien Neckline ee 3,759 
Automobile Accessories.... 29,798 
Beaverboard............. 2,986 
Brooms, Brushes......... 92 
Canned Goodsy 44... 4..8 1,254 
Cattles cn ae eee 946 
Cereals, see ee 8005 
Cheeses. 4:5 Seen eres ea 818 
Coali(Bunker) =a eee 5,642 
Colleen a et a ee 9 
Copper Matte..... 8,502 
Heese: aed a eee 15 
Peedaxc ee a fae nae 770 
Bish se i. cpset ee teed oe 5,192 
Plows: sos eee 64,307 
Pootwearss cae ear 4,328 
(SEAT 35 Oe eee eee 301,810 
Have ene 1,495 


TIONS 2c se 
Implements (Agr.)........ 916 


Lardesrs: Gee tree ora 15,157 
Past Blocks. .25... 470. o5 213 
ath sees 2 e ce ae S017 
Vethertccg caer nes 275 
Tamnséedts o! Scnchs oe tee ee ae 226 


CoMMopITy 


Lum ber (Hard): 2.222 
Mum berc(Soatt)h. 42504 2s 


INachiner ya wae yeiec ony. 
Meals Bish) \-.5e-e eee 
Veal Suri pase ook eee 
Merchandise(General).... . 
Milk (Condensed)........ 


Oil Codtliiver) ae ee. 
Oil4 Pinel) es ay ee: 


Paper (News Print)...... 
fet NV all) ieee eee 


POTATOES Aree ee ess 
Balpwoodse cre seer oe 


Wimberi(eavy). sa209 2 
PinkiScran sansa @s aes a 


PLO BACCORM Nee. Ola es 


WV God pULis seen ya. event 


otal lonste.ai 4a 


TONNAGE 


13,738 
5,700 


11,556 
29,496 
£210 
535 


8 
17,886 
52,898 

59 
Zou 
551 
41,757 
11,388 


1,758 


125 
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THE NATIONALITIES AND NEt TONNAGE OF SEA-GOING VESSELS 
ARRIVING IN THE Port OF SAINT JOHN, 


1930 
Nationality No. of Vessels Tonnage 
A TIVORICATIL sles cette cee Bt he ee tee 66 215,671 
PECs He sae eee s gettns AO Beye ea ee 292 1,000,513 
Danis lee et an Ok ae ree Bek aye a ee IRA 22,892 
CDi be heat apace Oe a ae we te carey nets. Seen ae 
Hronclitec. ocentee Gee ee ek ae a ee EE Mae ree ee: 
CS ECIiLATI Coat Piet eee eA aa eee 5 11,808 
Crecloassc: fis. See oa Aart ca on Cn ete 5 7,094 
ita liainge ens es foe cone ae ee eee ) 29,748 
Jaane Ser cries nites rar eee ne 1 | 4,259 
ING em Tei ences helt hee eee 109 148,024 
Swedishie sen ho.) aa eic r,t oie ae 10 ERG 
512 1,452,180 

1931 
Nationality No. of Vessels Tonnage 
AIMCTiCale ek ee ea ae 59 159,682 
TST ICIS teeta cp cee ert nero a em ee ee Pas | 842,831 
IDES AVC DRE Eee Mean oie eA D1 eM Nh 19 23,110 
Dutchess ah ee. ee hee Cae Oc ii wT Eaaaeeeds 
Hrench? 505 24 § Ree ae ee Ean eye et oy SMa) eee 
Gemma tr: (e+e eee rey eee 8 10,967 
CGreeleene3e4 ii rye eee Nea ae ee i onlay 
Maliaise: 2 oa Nee cele eee 10 32,269 
la paneseiyc. «7.4 Pcs eee eee a eel MA Mille Pre Fea 
Norwegian. .¢.0. ocean Fo eee 112 152,024 
SWISS hi tye oom co, eet eee nea ee eee 5 14,827 
loncduriane<. ope eee ae eee ] 3,034 
Panamanian scie.s. eee eee eee 1 22,087 
465 1,263,978 
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